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Message from President Glenn
It’s that time of year again for our annual auction (July 5th) at the Botanical Gardens.  If you have anything related to bonsai (tools, pots, books, trees, etc.) that you can donate to the club, bring them that evening.  Please be there between 6-6:30 pm for the auction at 6:30 pm.  Throughout the year, our annual auction helps support our shows and workshops, brings in bonsai artists, and contributes in other ways.

Speaking of bonsai artists, just a reminder that Roy Nagatoshi will be here for the Japanese Festival.  Roy will be doing a workshop on Sunday afternoon, Sept. 4th.  If you are interested in going, I will have a sign-up sheet at the July and August meetings.  The club will provide a shohin size Chinese Elm and you should bring one tree of your own.  The two trees should keep you busy for the four hours you will have to work with Roy.

It looks like summer is here – maybe???  The temperatures go up and down and the rains come and go.  Usually from July to the first part of September, it is hot and dry.  Maybe not this year!  If you are new to bonsai, watch your trees closely if it stays dry and hot in the 90’s.  Water your trees heavily in the morning and spray the pots at night.  This will cool them off in the evening.  On my shohin and larger trees in shallow pots, I use yamaguki moss (available at Cass) on the tops of the pots.  The moss will help insulate the pots and maintain moisture.  I also group my trees together which helps them shade one another.

Pay attention to your bonsai during dry and high temperature summer days.  Water often, watch for insects and especially for spider mites (they LOVE hot and dry weather) during July and August, more so than other time of the year.  Cut back on feeding or stop completely until September.  During hot weather (86 deg. F and above), our trees will slow down in their uptake of nutrients and even transpiration slows.  The care we give our trees during the summer prepares them for the freezing winter dormancy period.  A lot of winter kill comes from tree neglect during the growing season. 

If you have any questions or concerns about the above conditions and possible problems, and would like help in the care and diagnose of these conditions, please contact me (314-409-9862) and I will be glad to work with you.  I have dealt with these many problems in the past and they are still a concern for me today.

Glenn Pauly

 President
Bonsai Society of Greater St. Louis
	2011 Calendar 

July
5 - Monthly meeting at Missouri Botanical Garden,  Beaumont Room  ~ Yearly Auction

23-24 – Nashville Regional Bonsai Show, Nashville, TN, bogansbonsai@frontier.com or 

615 337 4728

August
2 - Monthly meeting at Missouri Botanical Garden,  Beaumont Room  ~ Jin and Shari

September
4-6 – Japanese Festival at Missouri Botanical Garden, club show. 

13 - Monthly meeting at Missouri Botanical Garden,  Beaumont Room  ~ Jin and Shari

Bon mots

Gardening requires lots of water - most of it in the form of perspiration.  
                         ~Lou Erickson


What a man needs in gardening is a cast-iron back, with a hinge in it.  

         ~Charles Dudley Warner


There can be no other occupation like gardening in which, if you were to creep up behind someone at their work, you would find them smiling.  
~Mirabel Osler


	Gleanings from Mid-Atlantic 
The following are some interesting and useful tips recently published in the Yama Ki Bonsai Society Newsletter.  

Kathy Shaner

· When repotting the plant should be wet.  Spraying the roots doesn’t help.  The foliage needs water because of the loss of roots, and new roots take time to pass water up.

· A copper pipe filling brush (a plumber’s tool) is very good for cleaning shari and jin.  It smoothes the surface without removing the grooves.

· Kathy likes to over-wire (using a heavier wire than usual).

· Start wiring from the heaviest to the lightest branches.

Steve Tolley

· Deadwood should look natural.  Machines usually leave marks.  Cut up and/or tear to create more natural jin.

· Create jin in the summer, when the tree is growing.

· After wiring, while bending the branch, twist it.

· Bend branches in the winter when no sap is flowing.
Yasuo Mitsuya

· When cutting unnecessary branches remember to create jin.

· Do not wire until all jin has been created.

· Mitsuya sharpens his tools everyday they are used.

Don’t Forget,

The Annual Club Auction

is

July 5.

Come early to browse.

 


Pros and cons of organic vs. synthetic fertilizers
By Dean Fosdick 
The following piece appeared earlier this year in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch.  It was obviously written for backyard gardeners, but contains a lot of excellent information that certainly applies to bonsai.

Another growing season is fast approaching, and before you can seed you must feed.

Now is the time to decide whether to use organic or synthetic fertilizers to enrich the soil.  They produce similar results but come at it from different directions.

Most organic fertilizers are derived from plants and animals.  This group includes manure, bone and blood meal, seaweed, compost and minerals.  All are rich in nutrients, but must be “cured” or broken down by bacteria before they can nurture plants and condition soils.
Synthetic fertilizers are commercially produced from petroleum or natural gas and are packaged in easy-to-apply granular or liquid forms.  They give plants a vigorous although short-term jolt.  

“Plants don’t know the difference if you’re using a synthetic or an organic.  It’s all chemical to them,” said Valerie Locher, a horticulturist and landscape manager from Housatonic, Mass.  “But the beauty of the organics is that they’re naturally slow-release.  They’re there for the entire season.”

Locher uses synthetic fertilizers when planting flowers in containers.  “I plant a lot of annuals so I want their growth to be really quick,” she said.  “Synthetics leach into the soil with the first watering - instant nourishment.”

Organic fertilizers may not be the answer if:

· You don’t like odors.  “Fermented seaweed and fish make beautiful fertilizers but they’re often difficult to use because they smell,” Locher said.  “If you’re spreading something like minerals on the ground, there’s no odor problem.”

· You’re looking for consistency.  Synthetic fertilizers are sold with a three-digit chemical code displayed on each bag.  If the label reads “10-10-10” it’s a blend of 10 percent nitrogen, 10 percent phosphorous and 10 percent potassium by weight.  (What’s left is filler, usually sand or limestone.)
But organic fertilizers, especially the kitchen composts or farmyard manures, are variable mixtures.  An all-purpose, 4-6-2 load when supplied one year may test out as an acidic 4-3-6 application when delivered next.
Organics, however, do provide benefits you won’t get from the synthetics.

Organic fertilizers:

· Build up the soil structure, boosting its water-holding capacity and adding to its biodiversity and long-term productivity.

· Improve drainage, minimizing soil erosion and soluble nitrogen- and phosphorous- rich runoff.

You don’t have to be an organic gardener to use organic fertilizers.  It may just be practical.  Many can be obtained in bulk for little or no cost from nearby livestock operations, municipal green-waste collection centers and dump sites, said Richard Koeing, a soil scientist at Washington State University.

“Recycling makes use of materials that otherwise would go a landfill,” Koeing said.  “You can get hung up too much about what makes a fertilizer.  Basically, anything organic can be used directly or indirectly in the soil.”  
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Russ Marchant
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