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Message from President Glenn
 
Another shohin convention is behind us and we are left with the experiences of the workshops and relationships developed with our out of town guest.  The workshops with Koji were full and everyone came away with a tree and the experience of working with a master from Japan.  We will be having another shohin convention May 3rd thru 5th 2013, at the same venue and with a shohin master (or maybe two).  Until then, however, I would like to extend a very special thank you to Ted Piekutowski, our show chairman, for all his hard work on this year’s shohin convention.

Over the next couple of years, we will try to develop programs that will improve our shohin and displays.  Even if you aren’t into shohin, what you learn at shohin workshops can be applied to full size bonsai.  I hope at our next convention, more of our members will participate.

The Japanese Festival at the garden is three months away, but I want to bring something up that will be in addition to demos and our bonsai exhibit over the three days of the festival.  Roy Nagatoshi will be here doing demos, but he will also be doing a “bring your own tree” work shop on Sunday afternoon, Sept.5th.  The work shop (as of now) will be at my place, as the garden doesn’t have space for workshops.  Since I live in a condominium and have limited space, as some of you know, the work shop will have to be limited to 6 people. The cost of the work shop would be $45.00 a person.  If someone would like to host the workshop and has the space, we could increase the number to 10, but no more than that.  The cost per person would also be less with 10 participants.   Since I’m sure there will be more than 6-10 people wanting to attend, I will have a sign-up sheet at the next couple of meetings.  At the August meeting, we will draw names for the work shop with Roy.

The meeting this month is” Bring Your Own Tree Critique”, so bring in a tree or two and we all can learn from the critique given by Jack and Brian.

Lastly, if you are looking for a weekend full of bonsai and workshops, one of the largest bonsai symposiums in the mid west (at least that I know of, since ours in ‘04) is June 16th thru 19th in Louisville, Kentucky “Bonsai in the Blue Grass”.   Look them up at www.bonsaiinthebluegrass.com.   I’m sure they can make room for you.

Glenn Pauly

 President - Bonsai Society of Greater St. Louis
	2011 Calendar 

June
7 - Monthly meeting at Missouri Botanical Garden,  Beaumont Room, 7pm ~ Bring Your Own Tree – Critique

15-19 – Bonsai in Bluegrass/ABS Convention, Louisville, KY, www.louisvillebonsai.org 
July
5 - Monthly meeting at Missouri Botanical Garden,  Beaumont Room  ~ Yearly Auction

23-24 – Nashville Regional Bonsai Show, Nashville, TN, bogansbonsai@frontier.com or 

615 337 4728

August
2 - Monthly meeting at Missouri Botanical Garden,  Beaumont Room  ~ Jin and Shari

Bon mots

Bonsai to me:  a little tree in a container that touches my soul.  If it speaks to my soul
it is bonsai art.  It does not matter at all how it does it as long as it does it. 
- Walter Pall

When a bonsai stops growing, you know it’s dead. 
- Japanese Proverb

I have killed more trees than you will ever own...  
- William N. Valavanis


	Temperatures in the 90’s! 
Another growing season is upon us and along with it comes the heat and humidity.  The following are some simple guidelines to help keep your trees healthy:

· Place your tree containers on shallow trays containing wet gravel.  (I picked up some old cafeteria trays at garage sale that work great.
· In addition to just adding moisture to the soil, thoroughly wet the foliage of your trees with a light spray.

· During periods of oppressive or continued heat, move your trees from full sun to partial shade.

· Hose down your bonsai benches and platforms to temporarily cool the area.  In addition, to the immediate results, your trees will also benefit from the cooling created by evaporation.

· Avoid displaying your bonsai on stone surfaces that absorb the heat from the sun.

And what about you …

· Keep yourself hydrated.

· Know your limits.  If you feel yourself getting too tired or light headed move to a cool area and sit down.

· Keep your head covered on sunny days.

Don’t Forget,

The Annual Club Auction

is

July 5.

Come early to browse.

Gardening and Timetable Tips

As many of you know success in the garden (or with our bonsai) is often a matter of timing.  Applying the appropriate technique (transplanting, trimming, removing pine candles, etc.) at the most opportune time normally ensures a more successful outcome.  This obviously, is what we are all after.
I am in the process of collecting any and all “rules” that our members follow.  The plan is to share them in the newsletter (and maybe incorporate them into a seasonal calendar) but I need your help.  If you routinely follow any rules of nature or natural timetables, PLEASE share them with me so that I can share them with our membership.  – Russ at rambonsai@gmail.com  
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