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Message from President Glenn
It seems only yesterday that someone I worked with in Atlanta took me out to the Monastery of the Holy Spirit in Conyers, Georgia and introduced me to “Bonsai”.  It has been 40 years.  Time has come and gone.  Today I find myself urging new people (a lot younger than me) to get started on the hobby which has given me countless hours of enjoyment and fulfillment.

Why bring up time – years past and years yet to come?  This past weekend I started a juniper from rough stock collected from my mother-in-law’s yard.  Someone who has been in bonsai for awhile (I would guess about 30 years younger than I) asked how long it would be before the juniper would be a bonsai ready for show.  I told him maybe 10 years or longer.  I never really thought about time.  I start new bonsai all the time, even from seed.  His only comment was, “From seed???  Why bother if you probably won’t see the end result?”  This is not the first time I have heard this and I guess it is a comment on my age?!  The comment also is a thought of immediate gratification which will not be reached with bonsai, even with time.

Years ago I was made aware of the fact that time was one of the dimensions of bonsai – but also that time alone was not enough.  If time is used wisely, then and only then, will ones bonsai benefit from the passing years.  The plant that is pinched or pruned regularly at short intervals will develop into a beautiful tree long before a tree that is cut back once or maybe twice a year.  When it comes to making a good bonsai, nature cannot be hurried.  Some say bonsai teaches patience, but I contend that only the patient will endure in bonsai for a long time.

Time, however, has a different value for people who have worked with bonsai for some time.  I have sowed seeds, made cuttings and have done grafts.  I am not optimistic enough to believe that I will live to see my efforts develop into mature bonsai.  Then what will be my legacy?  I have beautiful old bonsai that I can putter with and enjoy – but that does not seem to be enough.  It is not that I expect to see the seedlings mature into a bonsai.  Both the plant and I are part of nature and both are responding to nature’s silent voice – to live, to grown and to move on.

There is a Zen poem that states:

          

“The morning glory which blooms for an hour differs not at heart from 

            

the giant pine, that lives for a thousand years.” 

When I think, “Where did the time go and where is it going?”, it really doesn’t matter as long as it is well spent.  I hope that my legacy is that my trees – specimen and BEGINNER alike – will be passed on, continue to live and be enjoyed by others.

Glenn Pauly

 President
Bonsai Society of Greater St. Louis
	2011 Calendar 

November
1 - Monthly meeting at Missouri Botanical Garden,  Beaumont Room  ~ Suiseki 

8 – Planning meeting for 2012 at Missouri Botanical Garden, Beaumont Room, 6:30 pm ~ All members welcome.

December
6 - Monthly meeting at Missouri Botanical Garden,  Beaumont Room  ~ Internet Resources 

Bon mots
A wind has blown the rain away and blown the sky away and all the leaves away, and the trees stand.  I think, I too, have known autumn too long. 

- e. e. cummings
Autumn is a second spring when every leaf is a flower.
 - Albert Camus
Delicious autumn!  My soul’s wedded to it, and if I were a bird I would fly about the earth seeking the successive autumns.
 – George Elliot

	Timely Urban Collecting – Russ Marchant
       Many excellent books and articles have been written on the subject of creating bonsai from garden stock.  Each, in their own way, presents well thought out guidelines for selecting future bonsai.  

1. Examine the plant carefully (both in and out of the pot) for good strong roots.  Developing good nebari (strong surface roots) is one of the most difficult and time consuming features to produce in a bonsai, so if they already exist in a plant, the time saved is a tremendous asset. 

2. Look for taper.  Taper is another feature of a quality bonsai that takes time to develop; any evidence of existing taper should always be considered a positive.

3. Look for unique design elements - a strong “first branch”, a twisting or curved trunk, an interesting bend, a hollow trunk, etc.  Each of these attributes could lend a distinct character to your future bonsai.

          While the list above provides good information, there is one key element that I feel has been ignored - the importance of “good timing”.  Exactly when is the most advantageous time to pick up garden stock for the purpose of “future bonsai“?  In my opinion, the best, most productive time for urban collecting (and I am not trying to be obtuse here) is when “the time is right.”  It is that single, unplanned, and infrequent increment of time when all the right conditions present themselves.  It is when you are able to locate quality garden stock and secure for yourself a “future bonsai” loaded with potential.  

When is the best time to see what’s available?

            The answer to this question is simple.  The best time to look for possible bonsai is when it presents itself.  Hungry lions don’t wait for the herd to come to them.  They go to the herd.  If you are at your local hardware/garden shop to pick up a 3/8” drill bit and some deck screws, chances are it is probably a good time to maximize your trip, save a little gasoline, and check out the Lawn & Garden department.  If it’s early in the growing season this may prove to be a daunting task due to the large inventory, but it’s still a good idea.  For many garden centers, the initial spring delivery of stock will be the first and last delivery of items typically used for bonsai.  Flowering annuals often get replenished, but you don’t often hear the clerk mention that, “another order of holly bushes and crab apple trees is expected in a week or two.”   The idea here is a simple one  – if you are in the area, you owe it to yourself to check it out.    

Take advantage of unique predatory conditions.

           (Returning to my earlier reference regarding hungry lions) effective predators do not go after the strong and mighty.  They seek out the weak, and hope to find them at their most vulnerable state. 

                                                                            Continued
 


Timely Urban Collecting - Continued

Take advantage of unique predatory conditions.

In short, they take full advantage of any unique predatory conditions that may come their way.  These conditions (while obviously rare) do exist at your local garden shop, just like they do on the plains of the Serengeti.   Unique predatory conditions at the garden center are a Japanese maple, Acer palmatum, getting “beat up” during a hailstorm, or a Juniper, Juniperus, horizontalis, getting severely scorched by the sun.  These plants, having lost their vigor and visual appeal, fall into the ranks of the weak and vulnerable.  They are, due to their situation, destined for the discount area, or worse, the dumpster.  The best advice here is two-fold; one, don’t wait and, two, be prepared to make an offer.  When unique predatory conditions (like adverse weather conditions) cause problems for garden retailers the best time to seek out potential bonsai is immediately after the damage is done.  Visit the center and look around.  Assess the damage of any tree with potential and if you find something appealing – make an offer.  Chances are the vendor will view the entire process as, “salvaging the best of a bad situation.” 

The fall – urban collecting season

If there is a single time of year that is best for urban collecting it is the fall.  Fall signals the end of the growing season and labels any remaining, unsold plant material as “food for the dumpster.”  These are, however, perfectly good plants.  Boxwood, crab apple, azalea, Alberta spruce, and many other species suitable for bonsai are removed from display benches to make room for next year’s stock.  

        The most amazing thing about this ignored, and soon to be discarded plant material, is why it still remains in the inventory.  The reason has to do with its intended purpose.  All these picked over plants were brought in and displayed in the hope they would be purchased as an ornamental tree or shrub.  It was marketed as a garden plant, NOT a bonsai.  These plants were not purchased because they exhibit features like surface roots, taper, or a twisting trunk; strong attributes for a future bonsai.  One of my favorite species is Muhgo Pine, Pinus mugo mughus.  A Muhgo Pine selected for the garden is purchased for it’s  “clumping appearance”.  A Muhgo that displays a strong trunk, however, falls short of this appearance standard and (to the advantage of an urban collector) is destined to be ignored and left behind.  

        Urban collecting in the fall (and when Unique Predatory Conditions exist) also provides another significant advantage - reduced cost.  Since the most valuable commodity in any retail outlet is not the merchandise, but the space it occupies, retailers find it more to their advantage to sell castoff plant material at a reduced price than to incur the cost of a full dumpster.  I purchased a crabapple (Malus) tree with a 4 inch trunk for $5 last October.  Now granted, it will take a while for the cut scar to heal (I reduced the height from 8 feet to 8 inches) but I look at the whole process as a successful urban collecting trip.  I have a very nice future bonsai, with great surface roots and extraordinary taper for a total investment of $5 and a trip to Loew’s.  What a deal! 
Summary

So you want to try the bonsai from garden stock technique.  What do you need to do?  Begin by memorizing your search criteria; good healthy roots, taper, and strong design elements like an interesting curve or a hollowed trunk.  Then, from this point on, it’s all a matter of timing.  Take full advantage of any trip to the garden shop by visiting the Lawn & Garden department to peruse the plant material.  When unique predatory conditions (severe storms or scorching heat) present themselves, take advantage of the situation and check what your local garden vendor has to offer (or wants to get rid of).  And finally, always check the garden shop leftovers in fall.  This plant material is still on the store shelf for a reason, because it looks more like a bonsai than a garden shrub.  So there you have it, all the pointers you need for a successful urban collecting trip.  No shovel required, just a tried and true evaluation criteria and the proper time to make your decision. - RM
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RAFFLE TICKETS ON SALE

Raffle tickets are now on sale for this Roy Nagatoshi-styled, cascading juniper.  Tickets for this fabulous specimen will be available at all of our monthly meetings up to, and including the April 2012 meeting.

The tree will be repotted in March with the assistance of bonsai artist and instructor Mike Hagedorn, who will also select a pot for us.  Tickets will be one for $5 and three for $10.  
___________________________________________
Bonsai Society of Greater St. Louis

Russ Marchant
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