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Message from President Glenn
          Once again the holiday season is upon us, and we all know what that means; it’s time to make out your holiday gift list.  A new tool (or better yet) a whole new set of tools, some spools of wire, and new pots (you can never have enough pots) are just a few of the things I would expect to see on a club member’s list.  And while I do anticipate you all receiving some bonsai-related gifts this season, I more importantly hope everyone shares in a joyous and blessed Christmas season and a truly happy New Year.

         I also want to recognize and thank all of our members for their efforts in making our club one that we can all take pride in.  I am sure you are all familiar with the saying, “It takes a village to raise a child.” well in the case of our club, I think it should be obvious to everyone that it takes an energetic and selfless group of individuals to make a club, such as ours, successful.

           I think you will all be delighted with the year we have planned.  Many members came forward with new ideas and topics for our monthly meetings and the planning committee acted very positively on these requests.  I think we have a schedule for 2012 that definitely will have something engaging and of interest for everyone.   

As stated previously, the very best to all of you this wonderful holiday season.  And thank you all for your help, cooperation and camradrie.
Glenn Pauly

 President
Bonsai Society of Greater St. Louis
	

	May yours be a wonderful and glorious holiday season.


	2011 Calendar 

December
6 - Monthly meeting at Missouri Botanical Garden,  Beaumont Room  ~ Internet Resources 

Bon mots ~ winter
I prefer winter and fall, when you feel the bone structure of the landscape - the loneliness of it, the dead feeling of winter.  Something waits beneath it, the whole story doesn't show.
                     ~ Andrew Wyeth


Winter is nature's way of saying, "Up yours."
                       ~ Robert Byrne

There is a privacy about it which no other season gives you.... In spring, summer and fall people sort of have an open season on each other; only in the winter, in the country, can you have longer, quiet stretches when you can savor belonging to yourself.
                             ~ Ruth Stout

I was just thinking, if it is really religion with these nudist colonies, they sure must turn atheists in the wintertime.

                           ~ Will Rogers

	If you could only teach one thing to those interested in bonsai, what would it be?

What would you respond if the previous question were pointed at you?  Several bonsai experts shared their response as segments of individual Profiles featured in The Art of Bonsai Project, an online journal dedicated to the study and exploration of bonsai as an art form.  

· To observe the ecology of plants and to study the aesthetics of lines are both important to newcomers. ~ Cheng Cheng-Kung

· Patience. ~ Peter Chan
· One concept that I try to teach and to practice is that often a bonsai is critiqued as being incorrectly styled.  Each person has a different concept of the best style for any given piece of material.  I look at all the interpretations and I will give my opinion as to which I like best.  Each of us has expressed an opinion or preference.  I believe that none of us is right or wrong. ~ Jerry Meislik

· Bonsai take time.  Give it time with your care, during its progression from tree to bonsai. ~ Pauline Muth
· Endurance, constantly learning and training on new things. ~ Min Hsuan Lo
· I always suggest that a beginner start with an already mature, modest quality bonsai in a bonsai pot.  Otherwise, there’s no opportunity to practice actual bonsai maintenance technique.  It is hard to maintain a beginner’s enthusiasm when there’s nothing to do but wait and [watch the bonsai] grow. ~ Andy Rutledge
· Patience, patience and patience again!  Bonsai is not a short-term affair for 2-3 years.  It’s a long term project which you should plan several decades for. ~ Wolfgang Putz
· That bonsai is an art form. ~ Steve Pilack

· The most important lesson is to teach a student is how to recognize good raw bonsai material.  That’s where all good bonsai begin.  Without good material you can’t make good bonsai.  As John Naka said, “You can’t make chicken soup with chicken crap.”  Once you can recognize good material you should also recognize why it’s good and how to progress it. ~ Colin Lewis
 For more information explore The Art of Bonsai Project at http://www.artofbonsai.org.
 


2012 Meeting and Event Schedule
Meetings are held in the Beamont Room or CBEC classroom at the Missouri Botanical Garden.

7:00 pm ~ Meet and Greet --- 7:30pm ~ Meeting and Program

JANUARY 3 

CBEC 125 – Urban Collecting, Chris Jensen

FEBRUARY 7 

Missouri Room MBG – Right Pot/Right Tree, Joel Price

MARCH 6 

Beaumont Room – Repotting, Glenn Pauly
APRIL 3

Beaumont Room – Root Over Rock, Mike Bartley

MAY 1


Beaumont Room – Bugs and Diseases, Jesse Gilbertson

MAY 18-19     

Orthwin Hall MBG – Spring Show, Setup May 17 after 5 pm

JUNE 5


CBEC 125 – Tropicals and Grafting, Mike Walker 

JULY 3


CBEC 125 – Annual Bonsai Auction (6:30 pm start)

AUGUST 7

CBEC 125 – Bring Your Own Tree Critique, Brian Ciskowski and Jack Bacus

SEPTEMBER 1-3
Japanese Festival - Missouri Botanical Garden



SEPTEMBER 11
Beaumont Room – Bonsai Basics, Bill Krouse and 3-Tree Styling Panel 
OCTOBER 2

CBEC 125 – Wiring Techniques and Wiring Workshop, Ted Piekutowski

NOVEMBER 6

Beaumont Room – Azalea Fall Work, Jeff Robson and Bill Krouse

NOVEMBER 13

Beaumont Room – 2013 Planning Meeting (Everyone Welcome – 6:30 pm start)

DECEMBER 4

Beaumont Room – Members, Bonsai World Travels Photos

	RAFFLE TICKETS ON SALE

Raffle tickets are now on sale for this Roy Nagatoshi-styled, cascading juniper.  Tickets for this fabulous specimen will be available at all of our monthly meetings up to, and including the April 2012 meeting.

The tree will be repotted in March with the assistance of bonsai artist and instructor Mike Hagedorn, who will also select a pot for us.  Tickets will be one for $5 and three for $10.  
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