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	     If asked to define a formal upright or cascade style bonsai most club members would know immediately how to respond.  If asked to explain POPBONSAI, however, the same speedy reply may not occur.  Unless they were fortunate to have read the new book, POPBONSAI by Lisa Tajima, a young, female bonsai artist living in Great Britain. 
     According to Ms. Tajima, “My POPBONSAI was born like Punk Rock music was born.  When Punk music was invented, ordinary adults said to their kids, “Do not listen! Do not dress like them!” but the kids did, anyway.  It was the same with POPBONSAI.  People from the traditional bonsai world called me “alien” at the beginning.  They could not understand what I was trying to do (putting a bonsai tree in a zebra-striped  “walking” pot).

	     At first, POPBONSAI was only a name for my artwork.  I make my own pots including the walking ones, and plant my bonsai trees there.  I’m still using the word POPBONSAI for my own artwork and the design of my pots.  But now POPBONSAI is a concept for everybody.

	When I plant my trees in my pots they become a little strange and unique, somewhere between real and unreal looking. – Lisa Tajima
     POPBONSAI is freestyle bonsai for people who are living now.  POPBONSAI does not have rules.  You do not need to imitate the shape of natural trees all the time (of course you can if you feel like it.)  My basic idea for POPBONSAI is, we are living now and watching many things and hearing news, sensing and experiencing with our physical bodies; why don’t we reflect our present and personal feelings in our bonsai?”
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Schedule ____
POPBONSAI _______________________________________
	October 
4 – Monthly meeting at Missouri Botanical Garden, 7pm ~Wintering “Tropicals” & Lighting  
November 
1 – Monthly meeting at Missouri Botanical Garden, 
7pm ~ Suiseki
	      While some would be quick to criticize (and Ms. Tajima definitely has her 
critics) she takes a philosophical approach to her art.  “I think it depends on what you do with the tree and what you are expecting from bonsai-making.  One may find it interesting to make his own designs.  As long as you can enjoy making bonsai, and can keep the tree healthy, it really doesn’t matter which you prefer, I guess. 
     How about having two different switches in your mind?  One is traditional style and the other is freestyle.  When you feel like making very traditional style bonsai, you switch your mind toward it and look at the tree.  When you feel like making freestyle bonsai (like POPBONSAI), switch your mind toward it and look at the tree.  In this way we can have more variety in our bonsai designs.”

	8 – 2006 Planning Meeting at Missouri Botanical Garden, 6:30pm ~ Everyone Welcome  
December 
6 – Monthly meeting at Missouri Botanical Garden, 7pm ~ Internet Resources  
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	“Knowing the rules is very important I think.  If you know the rules you have a wider range of choice for your bonsai work.  And, of course, it helps you when you break the rules!”

	Bon mots __
“Plan ahead or find trouble on the doorstep.”
- Confucius
“The cultivation of trees is the cultivation of the good, the beautiful, and the ennobling in man.” 
· J. Sterling  Morton
“If you do not change direction, you may end up where you are heading.”
- Lao-tzu

	Lisa Tajima’s award winning display, Midnight Picnic, at the 27th Gafu-ten Exhibition of Bonsai Art. 
“The pot and tree on the right is the moon and the three little POPBONSAI are playing under the moon.  In my imagination this place is on a very calm sea and the tree on the left is a small island.”  

	
	October is a good time to:
· Mark trees for collection in late autumn or winter.  Use brightly colored plastic ribbon available at hardware stores.
· Shop for new pots for spring repotting or make your list for bonsai holiday gifts.
· Put your “creek shoes” on and take a walk down an Ozark stream; a great place to find stones and get design ideas by observing natural styling.   
· Take digital photos of your trees and use printed copies to experiment with styling options and new pot designs.
· Purchase your soil components and sieve out the undesirable portions to get a jump on spring repotting.
· (And finally from our friend in Evansville, IN, Dave Bogan; “I [walk] my collection and [make] a lot of notes.  Notes on their growth this year plus notes on their needs for next year.”



Wintering Your “Tropicals” ________________________________________
The timing of this piece may be somewhat premature, but it might be a good time to investigate where you going to place those Ficus and other tropicals you picked up last spring and kept outdoors all summer.  This information is provided courtesy of The Bonsai Primer, http://www.bonsaiprimer.com.
Indoor Bonsai
I must start by saying that there are no such thing as "Indoor" bonsai!, however any plant originating from Tropical or Sub-tropical locations, but kept in Temperate areas of the world will need to be kept in a warm, well lit environment when the weather outside may harm them. Under no circumstances should any tree from an area of the world subject to 'Hard' winters be kept in a heated and lit environment over winter in the mistaken belief that they are far more delicate than they in fact are. Doing this is a sure way to kill your tree.
Feeding
Indoor bonsai continue to grow through out the year and should be fed all year.
Light
Providing adequate light for you indoor trees is going to be your biggest problem, unless you are going to provide artificial lighting your trees will need to be placed as close to a window as possible. Plant growth in low light situations becomes long and pale. 
	The illustration to the right shows the 'Inverse square law', a law known to photographers.  Light radiates outward from a source (in this case the Sun), so light passing through a window is radiating outward, theoretically every time you double the distance of the tree from the window the amount of light falling on the tree is quartered. This may seem difficult to believe, but over the millennia the human eye has evolved to compensate for differences in light levels, so we could see the bear asleep at the back of the cave we were about to move into. Plants do not have this advantage, so keep your trees as near to the window as possible.
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Artificial Light
Artificial lighting is a great way of keeping your indoor trees healthy, if used in conjunction with natural light.  Avoid using normal household filament and fluorescent lamps as they do not emit light at the right wavelengths for healthy plant growth, go for lamps from specialist suppliers, usually they advertise in gardening or aquatic magazines.  The impact of unsuitable lighting on trees kept indoors cannot be understated. If you must keep bonsai indoors please talk to your local garden center about appropriate lighting.
Humidity
One of the problems with keeping any plant indoors, is that whatever source of heating you provide, it will unless you are careful, dry any moisture out of the atmosphere in the room. This can be overcome, by standing your trees on trays full of gravel, or on [fired clay pellets such as haydite and immersing the gravel, or haydite] in water. Evaporation of the water will provide a moist microclimate, around the tree. 
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